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The University of Seychelles American Institute of Medicine (USAIM), the first university in Seychelles which was disbanded in 2010, had a
valid contract with the government of Seychelles, the Court of Appeal ruled last week. Government and its former partner in education will
have to come to an agreement soon.
By DB

the government and the university
were null and void because the university was not yet a legal entity at
the time the agreement was signed.
Dr Fauzia Alkhairy, the president and founder of the USAIM,
appealed against the judgment and
won the first round of this judicial
battle against the government of
Seychelles last Friday in a Court of
Appeal ruling.
The dispute concerns the government’s decision to close down
USAIM in January 2010. Dr Fauzia
Alkhairy sued the government after
it decided to terminate its agreement ten years after it had given the
university its approval “to establish a
school of medicine in the Republic
of Seychelles and the right to confer
the degree of Doctor of medicine including the eligibility for licensure
for the graduates”.
Ten years later - after the university had already held two graduation
ceremonies (in 2007 and 2009) news of the decision to terminate
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any people might not recall that the University of
Seychelles (UniSey) had
an ancestor, the University of Seychelles American Institute of Medicine (USAIM), which operated in
the country from 2000 to 2010, in
Anse Royale, opposite the premises of UniSey. The USAIM had students from 22 countries who came
to Seychelles to study medicine. Six
scholarships a year were granted to
Seychellois students. In fact, a Seychellois, and former student of the
then university, Farah Mubarak, is
currently practicing medicine in the
United States. Another one, Micky
Monthy, is still awaiting registration
in Seychelles because of the ongoing
legal battle between USAIM and the
Seychelles government.
The legal battle started in 2010
when the government terminated
its agreement with the institute of
medicine. The case was thrown out
by the Supreme Court in 2013 when
it ruled that the agreements between

Sylvianne Mondon (L), former administrator of USAIM and Dr Fauzia Alkhairy, the founder.

Continued on page 2

West Hill farm

The story of local poultry
n Grappling with
grief
(page 10)

Read more on pages 7 and 8
No it’s not a farm in Brazil. Rather, this farm, the West Hill farm, is located at Grand Anse on Mahé.
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Beau Vallon petrol station

Nichole’s take on …

Taking care of Mother Earth Former management “exited at their own request”
By N.Tirant

M

odern man has placed himself at the summit of life on our
Blue Planet where he measures economic success by his
personal wealth. Affluence means the size of his house, the
make and dimensions of the cars in his garage, the trappings and trimmings of his home and the number of gadgets around him. And with
the world economy growing at an average of 3.2% each year since the
start of this millennium, the human race may have become “better off ”
but it can hardly claim to be any happier. In fact, looking at the state of
our Mother Earth on this international day dedicated to our only home
in this universe, one can argue quite the contrary.
In our mad rush to reach the promised land of affluence, we are depleting Mother Earth of everything she has held close to her bosom
for millions of years. And in that plunder, we are creating waste and
destruction that our planet has never, since her creation, been called
upon to deal with. Her wonderful resilience and remarkable cleverness
in eliminating dangers encountered along the way are being put to an
unprecedented challenge. And her failure could lead to our demise!
Scientists tell us how volcanoes and meteorites have “attacked” our
Mother Earth over millennia only to find that her resilience has restored life in their wake. She has treated most forms of pollution to
allow life to resume after a shorter or longer while. She has helped species evolve and adapt over millennia as their natural habitat changed
under circumstances beyond their control.
But on this 45th anniversary of the day we consecrate to Mother
Earth, her resilience is in grave danger. She is being overwhelmed by
man’s modern lifestyle. In his quest for economic growth he is plundering the planet of all that it holds most precious. In our search for
wealth and the trappings our new lifestyles, we are taking from the
earth what she has taken ‘zillions’ of years to make and we are creating
in return waste and pollution that she doesn’t know how to deal with
and knows even less how to transform.
Since Man discovered that fossil oil left over from millions of years
of crushing and rotting vegetation deep in the bowels of the earth can,
not only power modern-day piston and jet engines, but has limitless
potential to be transformed into new substances supposed to make his
life on Earth more modern and less stressful, we have seen plastic proliferate not only in our homes but also in all our ecosystems.
With bowls and containers, bottles and boxes that contain our lunch
for the length of one quick meal, bags and buckets, frills and decorations, shoes and slippers, chairs and packaging, in fact everything
imaginable, plastic has taken over the very existence of modern Man
and life without it is unimaginable. Except that it is now threatening
Mother Nature too!
That is why when world leaders meet to pass a binding climate change
treaty later this year, they must do more than simply leave fossil fuels
behind to turn to renewable energy if they really want to change our
lifestyle to one that combines economic growth and sustainability. We
all know that carrying on at this rate, consuming more of our planet’s
resources as our population grows is not an option. It is unsustainable.
With the very real danger that our selfish greed may soon put paid
to life as we know it on our Blue Planet the time has come for us all to
change our ways and give to Mother Earth what she needs to give us
another chance. Saving Man in this game will require a fundamental
change in our relationship with our planet home. The air we breathe,
the water we drink and the soil that grows our food are all part of the
delicate ecosystem that is increasingly under pressure from human activities. And our heavy handedness is depleting our forests and oceans,
destroying our biodiversity and polluting our skies and seas.
“We need a global transformation of attitude and practice,” is how
the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon puts it in his message today.
That global transformation could help reset our relationship with
Mother Earth. But it will require more than just sustainable energy
to make our agriculture climate-smart, our towns and cities more efficient and our forests protected whilst we increase health, wealth and
opportunity.
We will also need to lead the way on cleaning up our plastic mess as
“continents” of waste build up in our oceans where life on Earth began.
Ridding nature of plastic now may be far more important than worrying about the effects of sea level rise, for come another millennia, life
as we know it on our Mother Earth may have metamorphosed into
something ‘alien’ as plastics enter the very core of our DNA.
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Tender preparations to be initiated in “coming two weeks” , SEYPEC says.

ore than three and a half
days after forcing the temporary closure of the Beau
Vallon petrol station on Friday evening and awarding an interim contract to a new management team,
SEYPEC issued a press release yesterday to clarify the issue. According
to the national provider of petroleum
products, the previous management
company, Priceless Company, decided to withdraw “at their own request”.
Priceless Company, which is owned
by Emeline Boudane and Maria
Mousbee and is said to owe SEYPEC
millions of rupees, obtained its management contract through “normal
tender procedures”, the petroleum
company further said. “Preparations
for the public tendering offers to prospective operators will be initiated in
the coming two weeks, meanwhile
temporary operations are in place
by SEYPEC to ensure services to
the public are maintained as per its

The petrol station witnessed a flurry of activity on Friday evening.
mandate”, the company stated.
These “temporary operations” saw
the Member of the National Assembly for St Louis, Herbert Houareau’s

stepson take over operations in the
interim. Friday’s temporary shutdown was simply part of “the process of station handing over”, which

includes undertaking “stock and
technical verifications”. This was
achieved “with minimal disruption
to the weekend services”.

Coca-cola

Made for Seychelles!

S

eychelles Breweries launched
its unique new Coke, Sprite
and Fanta cans in a short
ceremony at its headquarters at
Le Rocher yesterday. According to
the general manager of Seychelles
Breweries, Patricia Berthelot, the
33cl cans, which sport an illustration of Mahé’s distinctive outline
along with the words “Made for
Seychelles”, will “blend in very well
with the national theme of Mon
kontan Sesel”. This is the first time
that the company, which is the only
authorised bottler of the Coca-Cola
Company in Seychelles, is importing the canned versions of these

iconic drinks.
Ms Berthelot explained the decision by remarking that certain of
the company’s customers prefer
their favourite soft drinks to come
in a can. “We’re passionate about
our customers and this will offer
them a wider choice of format. They
have been produced and packaged
only for Seychelles”, she said. In fact,
Seychelles is the only country in the
world to have its map integrated into
the can’s design. Seychelles Breweries has imported “a few containers”
of these cans from an authorised
bottler in South Africa and will order more depending on demand.

USAIM wins first round
Continued from page 1

the contract was broken to the
management of the university. “I
was shocked. When I asked both the
Ministers (Ed’s note: the then Ministers of Health and Education) what
the reason for cancelling the charter was, their answer was that they
are just the messengers. They don’t
know. Later I received the letter from
the Attorney General not only informing me of the cancellation of the
charter but also the termination any
postgraduate courses that USAIM
initiated”, the university’s president
explained.
But whether there has been a
breach on the part of the Seychelles
government has not been determined yet. The Court of Appeal,
in effect, ruled last Friday that the

contract between the institute and
government was a valid one. This
now means that the case will have to
go back before the Supreme Court
which has been instructed by the
Court of Appeal to “proceed forth
with the case on the basis that there
is a valid contract between the parties”.
The Court of Appeal however
recommends that the matter be resolved through arbitration. An arbitration is the hearing and determination of a dispute by an impartial
referee selected or agreed upon by
the parties concerned. The judges
of the Court of Appeal described it
as thus: “This is an avenue which
should be seriously looked in by the
parties on account of the nature of

The exciting new cans.
the dispute and the propriety of resolving the matter by a method otherwise than by aggressive litigation
even at this stage” and suggest that
the Supreme Court “may defer the
matter to the Arbitrator on an agreement having been reached to that effect by the parties”.
The judgment was written by Appeal Justice Bushan Domah with
the concurring opinions of Justice
Mathlda Twomey and Justice Francis MacGregor.
The USAIM and Seychelles in
Dr Fauzia Alkhairy’s words - extracts from her press conference
at the time of closure of the institute
After correspondence with the
Seychelles government where they
told me that they intend to make
Seychelles a centre of education and

culture, I gave the Seychelles government my proposal to start the
University of Seychelles American
Institute of Medicine. This would be
an American curriculum so the students in this part of the world will get
a chance to have an American medical education and then after passing
the United States medical licensing
exams they can apply for residency
programmes in America and can
practice medicine there. The agreement was that USAIM would give six
scholarships per year to Seychellois
students in return for Seychelles government’s support to USAIM so that
they could get medical education
for free and Seychelles government
would not have to waste finances
by sending Seychellois students to
Australia, Cuba and New Zealand.
USAIM recruited both local and
international students and we have
students from 22 different countries.
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Earth Day Festival

“It’s our turn to lead”
T

A fair organised last Sunday at Port Glaud provided a mix of environmental awareness and family fun.

his is the theme of this year’s
edition of Earth Day which is
being celebrated today. The
Priest’s garden at Port Glaud was
the place to be on Sunday 19 April to
see numerous organizations show
support for environmental protection. The event was organized by
the Port Glaud Environmental Club
in collaboration with Sustainability for Seychelles (S4S), funded by
Mangroves for the Future (MMF)
and made possible thanks to the
commitment of Constance Ephelia.
“Earth Day is the time when we all
can rise up from our slumber and
reflect together about how we can
change things for the better, not
only for us, but also for the only
habitable planet we have, Earth,”
said the Minister for Environment,
Energy and Climate Change, Didier
Dogley, at opening ceremony.
Earth Day is the largest civic
event in the world, commemorated
simultaneously around the globe
by people of all backgrounds, faiths
and nationalities. Since its launch
in the US, billions of people have
participated in the campaign to
raise awareness about the plight
of the planet and getting people to
take action. According to Minister
Dogley, “Seychelles is well known
for its successes in biodiversity conservation and sustainable development”. The country should thus further lead by example in joining the
world for this celebration. “The authorities can develop policies, strategies and put in place laws to regu-

Members of Island Conservation Society explains to a group of youth what its work is about.
late activities that negatively impact
the environment but major changes
cannot be achieved by governments
alone”, Mr. Dogley explained, adding that his ministry supports the
work of NGOs such as S4S whose
work complements that of the authorities. “We have a principle that
‘environment’ is not only the work
of the ministry but of society as a
whole,” he told TODAY.
Meanwhile, the S4S programme
manager, Vanessa Zialor, remarked
that this festival is one of the many
activities undertaken by the NGO
to engage people in making a difference by adopting sustainability as a

way of life. “Today’s festival marks a
whole lot of fun but with great focus on the educational aspect,” she
told TODAY. Ms. Zialor was particularly pleased with the turnout
and public response to the festival
and she appealed to the public to
be more conscious about its actions. “This year’s theme is a fitting
one,” she said, before noting that
“everyone can become a leader by
taking action and speaking for the
environment”. Earlier, Mr. Dogley
had noted quite a few examples of
things that can be done in this regard, including reducing energy
and water consumption, supporting

Letter to the Editor
Disclaimer

The views and comments expressed are those of the writer and not
necessarily those of this newspaper

Chicken, local and imported
Dear Editor,
I refer to the article entitled The
Real Price of Cheap Meat which appeared in the TODAY of Friday 10
April.
I would like to state that most of
the information reflected in the article
are either categorically false or that
the truth has been wickedly twisted.
This only serves to denigrate further
the national agricultural sector and
specifically the national livestock subsector.
For example it is blatant lie to state
that Fresh Cut, Rose Belle Farm and
Victoria Cold Storage produce local
chicken. The big broiler (meat chicken) farms are West Hill Farm, B&B,
Roucou’s Farm and Vision Farm.
Seychellois has come of age and
is educated enough to know what is
good and what is bad for his health.
Seychellois has the choice and the
ability to decide what his pocket can
afford and at the same time what is
good for his health. Seychellois eat a
combination of Brazilian and locally
produced chicken and Seychellois in
general do it simply because they have
a free choice between the two.
It is also a fact that locally produced
chicken abounds on the local market
and within the town of Victoria locally
produced chicken can be obtained
from a number of outlets which include STC, Krishna Mart, Victoria
Cold Storage and the Victoria Market
just to name a few.
It is for a fact that much of the misery which the national livestock subsector in particular faces to this day
has its roots in the era during which
the Seychelles Farmers’ Cooperative
with the participating members from
the Seychelles Farmers Association
(SeyFA) ran the livestock facilities
(such as the abattoir, the feed mill and
the hatchery) which were given to the
association for a token fee.
It is a fact that the association for
one ran down the feed mill to the
point that there were too many occa-

sions that ti na pa manze which forced
the local livestock producers to resort
to foreign produced feed particularly
from Mauritius. Why ti na pa manze
when it was claimed that the association had been making positive business in the feed mill operation can be
left to anybody’s guess.
It is a fact that often the feed produced was so unbalanced that local
livestock producers opted to import
especially from Mauritius but also
from Dubai and South Africa. Eventually, two Mauritian livestock feed
companies got a major foot hold in
supplying feed as the local association
could not get its act together.
It is a fact that during the era that
feed was not locally available most
producers had to slaughter implying
that subsequently the local poultry and
pork demand had to be met by imports,
hence Brazilian chicken showed up in
force in the local outlets. How do we
now dislodged the Brazilian chicken
after most local producers of broiler
poultry and pork closed down because
of feed shortages from feed factory
which was under Seychelles Farmers’
Cooperative made up of members from
the Seychelles Farmers Association
(SeyFA)? Notwithstanding the fact that
the national economic reform changed
local circumstances and the local economics of production of livestock.
Locally produced chicken sells for
SR43 per kg at whole sale while it
retails at SR50 per kg. It then a gross
fallacy to state that Brazilian chicken
sells for cheaper. Shoppers should
not be disillusioned. Brazilian chicken sells at SR45 per kg at whole sale
price.
It is a fact that when there is a reference to locally produced chicken
it is in reference to locally produced
broiler (meat) chicken and not to
what Seychellois call poul taye which
are in effect spent layers which by virtue of their design are lean...meg! Locally produced broiler chicken is not
meg unless they have not been fed
properly.

It is now a fact that locally produced
feed has been abundantly available for
the last year, and in the recent crisis of
feed shortages for those livestock producers who depended on Mauritian
feed, the local factory ungrudgingly
supported them to ride very difficult
times. It still remains at the disposal
of the local livestock producers.
It is also important to note that
there more than adequate slaughtering facilities in the Seychelles. The
Le Rocher abattoir facility which
has been in existence since the midseventies is functional and very accommodating as it is still in the same
state that it was since the time local
broiler production used to meet 80%
of national demand for broiler poultry
meat. Nonetheless, there has been recent development within the private
sector with respect to farm based infrastructure and facilities. There are
now small abattoirs which have come
up to process chicken directly on the
farms. There are plans to modernise
the existing abattoir and these are
awaiting health clearance.
Martha Morin
Editor’s note
The views of the Victoria Cold
Storage in this necessary debate have
been sought on several occasions to
no avail. With regards to Mrs Morin’s
claims that, “it is blatant lie to state
that Fresh Cut, Rose Belle Farm and
Victoria Cold Storage produce local
chicken”, our readers will note that the
information came from Fresh Cut and
Rose Belle Farm themselves. As to the
Victoria Cold Storage, an employee
of the outlet confirmed that they did
produce some local chicken. Mrs
Morin’s other claims however sit uncomfortably with what local poultry
farmers and the Seychelles Farmers
Association say. We invite our readers
to reader the article on page 7 entitled
“The story of local poultry” in which
Beryl Payet of the West Hill farm
shares her experience.

and investing in renewable energy,
composting, reducing the use of
non-biodegradable such as plastics,
buying local produce and applying
the 3 Rs (Reduce-Re-use-Recycle).
Global Vision International
(GVI), the Seychelles Energy Commission (SEC) and Seychelles National Parks Authority (SNPA) were
just a few of the organisation which
participated in the fair. Side events
included educational and fun activities such as a mangrove safari,
treasure hunt, kayaking, beach
challenge, exhibits, and a display of
local products such as crafts, flowers and fruits. Several youths from

the hearing impaired school, SIDS
Youth AIMS Hub (SYAH) and the
Manglier Club provided the afternoon’s animation with song and
dance performances and short
sketche. The event came to an end
with performances by famous local artists, as well as famous moutia dance performances in the late

evening as is customary for fairs on
Sundays. Indeed, the Earth Day festival celebrated at Port Glaud last
Sunday was one for people of all
ages because everybody had fun in
their own way.
For more information about S4S
visit their website: www.s4seychelles.com.
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Tennis

Independent School retains title
The school retained its title of best tennis school in the grand finals organised last weekend.

By RR

3

0 students from eight
schools participated in the
final day of this competition, although usual participants
from La Rosière, Au Cap and
Mont Fleuri were absent for this
round of matches.
Independent School, trained by
Yvonne Barbe and Anuj Sharma
and comprising players like Aneesh and Rithvik Ramani, Duncan Accouche and Sreyst Venkatakrishnan - all players who
take part in national competitions on a regular basis - defeated
another team from International
School in the final. The latter was
made up of Arielle Horpinitch,
Ronan Varsani, Matteo Lavigne,
Allesandro Dettore and Emanuelle Zaccari and coached by former national team trainer Tim
Horpinitch and Michael Lavigne.
The Ecole Française des Seychelles trained by Ronald Wong
came out third and they had the
following players in their ranks
namely Dino and Miko Sugar,

Tom Colas and Sonja to win the
bronze medal.
Another habitual participant,
La Digue School, was the best
State school. Its team was made
up of Joya Dugasse, Maythea Tirant, Rio Damoo and Adniel Sugrat and coached by Guilmene
Ladouce. For its part, Plaisance
Primary School, trained by Rita
Toussaint and comprising of Lea
Laporte, Neesha Anacoura and
Keisha Mein, also performed admirably.
The Seychelles Tennis Association (STA) thanked Samsung
and the Ramani family for their
continued support over the years
and they are planning to host another such event in September as
this tournament generates plenty
of interest from the kids and is
much looked forward to by the
schools. Moloko restaurant must
also be commended for assisting
this competition every year an
STA official related to TODAY
Sports.

Some of the participants listening to the instructor’s address.

Swimming

Coaching course officially opened
The Seychelles Swimming Association in collaboration with the International Swimming Federation is currently organising a course which was officially
opened on Monday morning.
By RR

T

his ten-day course is being
held at the swimming association’s offices at Roche Caiman swimming pool. Around 20
participants enrolled for this training.
The course is being conducted
by the Fédération Internationale de
Natation (FINA) instructor, Gerd
Nottelmann, who is a familiar figure here after he animated this same
course last year.
This course was officially opened
by Alain Alcindor on behalf of the
SSA chairman David Vidot who was
unable to attend due to other commitment.

Mr Alcindor welcomed Mr Nottelmann on his second visit here and
told the participants to gather as
much knowledge as possible to help
in developing this sport here.
“On behalf of the chairman of the
SSA, I would like to welcome you
here to conduct this course which
you began last year. This is a follow
up course to help raise the level to a
higher standard for the development
of swimming here and we need able
coaches. Therefore the swimming
association in collaboration with
FINA has organized this course to
assist in giving you more knowledge.
We hope during the ten days you

FINA instructor German Gerd Nottelmann addressing the
participants alongside watersports chairman Alain Alcindor.

gather as much information from
the expert to pass it on to our local
swimmers. I would therefore like to
declare this course officially open,”
Mr Alcindor told the participants.
For his part, the FINA instructor,

Mr Nottelmann, said that he was
looking forward to work with these
participants who began the level one
stage last year under his supervision.
“I’m proud to get this invitation again this year to continue this

course and hope to reach level two.
Last year, I really enjoyed working
with this group and hope it will be as
fun this year to work with you,” Mr
Nottelmann said before the course
began.

The children really enjoyed the inter school championship.

This intermediate course will run
from April 20-29 and will consist of
theory sessions, group discussions
and also practical sessions. The participants will be awarded certificates
upon completion of the course.
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NBA roundup

Butler comes alive, helps Bulls take 2-0 lead on Bucks
Warriors Beat Pelicans 97-87 to Take 2-0 Series Lead

J

immy Butler fired in 14 of his
playoff career-high 31 points
in the final frame, sending
the Chicago Bulls to a 91-82 victory
Monday over the visiting Milwaukee Bucks for a 2-0 lead in their
Eastern Conference first-round
playoff series.

ni-rhubarb but no ejections.
Rose got going in the third quarter, dropping in a dozen points, including a pair of triples to put the
hosts ahead 71-68.
Milwaukee opened the final
frame on a 6-0 run to go ahead
by three. But Butler ripped off 10
points, including a pair of triples
and a three-point play, sparking a
13-0 blitz for an 84-74 advantage
midway through the period.
The Bucks cut the deficit to 85-80
with four minutes remaining. But
Rose hit a technical free throw, and
Butler followed with a three-pointer
to seal the win.

Derrick Rose added all 15 of his
points after halftime along with
nine assists and seven rebounds for
third-seed Chicago, which also got
19 rebounds from Joakim Noah,
while Spaniard Pau Gasol finished
with 11 points, 16 boards and four
blocks.
The physically demanding contest was marred by a pair of skirmishes, including one in the fourth
quarter between Bucks big man
Zaza Puchulia and Nikola Mirotic,
who shoved at each other from the
floor after getting into a scrum going after loose ball.
Both were hit with technical fouls
and Pachulia was automatically
ejected following his second “T” after landing an elbow to Mirotic earlier in the contest while fighting for
a rebound.
Mirotic limped out of the United
Centre without speaking to reporters but reportedly suffered a left
quadriceps strain and concussion.
Khris Middleton had 22 points
for the sixth-seeded Milwaukee,
which heads home for pivotal game
3 on Thursday.
Both teams struggled with their
shooting that had the Bulls ahead
39-38 at halftime, highlighted by
four technical fouls following a mi-

Report: Jurgen Klopp
rejects approach from
West Ham United

O

utgoing Borussia Dortmund manager Jurgen
Klopp has rejected an approach from West Ham United,
according to reports.
Dortmund
confirmed
that
Klopp will leave the club at the
end of the season, and it is believed that West Ham are planning on sacking Sam Allardyce
this summer.
The Mirror claim that West
Ham approached Klopp with a
view to taking over from Allardyce
but the German rejected their advances.
David Moyes, Rafael Benitez,
Marcelo Bielsa and Eddie Howe
have all been linked to the manager’s job at Upton Park.

Liverpool’s Jordan
Henderson close
to £100,000-a-week
deal

L

iverpool’s Jordan Henderson is close to agreeing a
new
£100,000-a-week,
five-year deal with the club.
The former Sunderland midfielder is expected to sign the
new contract this week, ending
months of talks.
The England international
joined Liverpool from the Black
Cats in 2011 in a deal worth
around £20m.
The 24-year-old is likely to
take over as captain when Steven
Gerrard leaves at the end of the
season for Major League Soccer
side LA Galaxy.
Vice-captain
Henderson,
whose current deal expires at the
end of next season, has scored
seven times in 55 games for the
Reds this campaign.

Elsewhere -

Jimmy Butler (21) and his teammates had plenty to celebrate after the Bulls took Game 2 over the Bucks.

Boxing

Manny Pacquiao cut short
in conference call for Floyd
Mayweather bout
Huge media interest leads to call system melting down

M

anny Pacquiao literally
got two words in before a conference call
about his fight with Floyd Mayweather was abruptly cancelled.
A spokesman for Pacquiao’s
promoter blamed technical difficulties for the cancellation, partly because of the large number of
boxing writers and broadcasters
who were on the call.
“There were so many calls
the system blew,” the Top Rank
spokesman, Lee Samuels, said.
“We’ve used the same company
for 10-15 years and this is the
first time this has happened.”
Pacquiao was on the call from
Los Angeles for what was supposed to be his last Q&A session
before he arrives in Las Vegas

next week for the fight on 2 May.
The the only question he answered was from a Top Rank PR
person about how training camp
was going, to which Pacquiao responded “very good”.
Bob Arum, who was also on
the call, then got frustrated
when the first caller was not
someone who was supposed to
be in line to ask a question.
“Let’s reorganise and do this
call some other time, please,” the
promoter said.
Samuels said there were so
many people calling in that some
were unable to get on the call.
He apologised and said it would
be rescheduled.
Mayweather is supposed to
have his conference call on
Wednesday.

Philippine postal officials will release around 500,000 postage stamps
featuring Manny Pacquiao before his welterweight fight against Floyd
Mayweather on 2 May.

Golden State Warriors 97, New
Orleans Pelicans 87: Klay Thompson fired in 14 of his 26 points in the
fourth quarter, Stephen Curry added 22, and the Warriors escaped the
visiting Pelicans to take a 2-0 lead
in the first-round of their Western
Conference playoff series.
Draymond Green had 14 points
with 12 rebounds, while Australian
Andrew Bogut hauled in 14 boards
for top-seeded Golden State, which
allowed just 35 second-half points
en route to its 20th consecutive
home-court win.
Anthony Davis had 26 points but
went scoreless in the final frame to
pace eighth-seeded New Orleans.
Eric Gordon netted 23 while Tyreke
Evans finished with 16 points, 10 rebounds and seven assists.
Game 3 of the best-of-seven-series shifts Thursday to New Orleans.

Boston Marathon 2015

Ethiopia’s Lelisa Desisa wins
119th Boston Marathon
Caroline Rotich of Kenya takes first place in women’s race (2hr 24min 55sec)

E

thiopia’s Lelisa Desisa claimed
the Boston Marathon title
Monday, winning his second
crown in three years on the eve of
the sentencing hearing for convicted
marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.
Desisa won the 42km race in a
time of two hours, nine minutes
and 17 seconds, finishing more
than a half a minute ahead of runner-up and Ethiopian compatriot
Yemane Adhane Tsegay who clocked
2hr:09.48.
“Boston is my second home,” Desisa said.
Caroline Rotich of Kenya won the
women’s title in a time of 2hr24.55
in a race run under windy and wet
conditions.
Running and remembrance
shared the stage of the 119th Boston
Marathon this year as Desisa also
won in 2013, the same year bombs
killed three, injured over 250 and
forever changed the historic race.
The sentencing phase of Tsarnaev’s high-profile trial begins Tuesday in the city.
American prosecutors will argue
Tsarnaev must be condemned to
death for the attack when a court this
week begins weighing up his fate.
Tsarnaev, a US citizen, faces either
life in prison or the death penalty
after a jury unanimously convicted
him this month of carrying out the
worst attack in the United States
since the 9/11 hijackings.
Two years ago, Desisa donated his
medal from his first title to the city in
the memory of the bombing victims.
The bombs went off just hours after
he had crossed the finish line.
Desisa can hang on to this one if
he wants to, and savour it as he won

with a powerful burst to the downtown Boylston Street finish line.
Down to the wire
Kenya’s Wilson Chebet (2:10.22)
was third and his compatriot Bernard Kipyego (2:10.47) fourth. Wesley Korir, also of Kenya, rounded out
the top five. The top USA runner was
Dathan Ritzenhein, who finished
seventh.
Desisa, fellow Ethiopian Tsegay
and the Kenyans Chebet and Korir
moved to the front with six kilometres left.
In the final three kilometres it was
just Desisa and Tsegay before the
champion began widening the gap.
“I tried to push after 35 kilometres
and then I come alone,” Desisa said.
“The wind was very cold and that affected all parts of the race.”
Desisa returned last year, but was

unable to finish the race because of
an injury.
Defending champion Meb Keflezighi was eighth Monday after
becoming the first American men’s
winner since 1983.
“Last year was an epic race, epic
moment for Boston, for the United
States and for the world,” said Keflezighi, who had to stop running five
times. “I was hoping to defend it.”
The women’s race went down to
the wire. Rotich, who finished fourth
in Boston in 2011, outsprinted Ethiopia’s Mare Dibaba over the final 500
metres to win by just four seconds.
Buzunesh Deba of Ethiopia finished third in 2:25.09. Desiree Linden was the top American in fourth
place.
“I have been waiting for this and
training for this,” said Rotich. “When
we came through this last stretch
corner, I felt like I want to do this.”

Lelisa Desisa of Ethiopia crosses the finish line to win the men’s
division of the 119th Boston Marathon.
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Formula 1

Lewis Hamilton comfortable with Mercedes amid Ferrari speculation

A

s Formula One completes its
opening flyaway rounds and
enters a short break before
the next race in Barcelona on 10 May,
Lewis Hamilton – who has won three
of the four races thus far – believes his
car has even greater potential than
last year, when he won the world
championship for the second time.
Yet even with such machinery beneath him it has not stopped speculation about a move to Ferrari, who
have responded by denying there
have been any discussions.
Hamilton took a comfortable win
in Bahrain on Sunday, leading for 49
of 57 laps, managing his run perfectly and maintaining a solid gap for
almost the entire race to his rivals
Nico Rosberg, Sebastian Vettel and
Kimi Raikkonen. “I feel very powerful in this car, with the package we
have,” he said. “I feel I am able to get
everything from it. I feel more comfortable in this one than I did in last
year’s.”
The handling in particular was
performing exactly as Hamilton
wanted. “I feel within myself that
whatever approach I have the powers
are greater than ever from the car,” he
said.
Hamilton, whose contract with
Mercedes ends this year, has yet to
conclude a new deal with the team
despite repeatedly stating it was almost complete. Equally, Raikkonen’s
contract with Ferrari is also up for renewal this year, which means there is,
potentially, a seat available.
Bernie Ecclestone stoked the rumours last week, saying: “It would be
great to see Lewis at Ferrari. Whether Sebastian would want that, I really

Ferrari deny discussions with driver, whose contract ends this year
don’t know. But if Lewis went there,
it would be great for the sport, 100%”
When asked after the race on Sunday whether Hamilton had been in
talks with Ferrari, the team’s principal, Maurizio Arrivabene, said: “Does
Lewis Hamilton call you? He never
calls me.”
A move for Hamilton at this stage
seems unlikely. He is still in the dominant car and even with discussion
continuing over engine changes, they
will not take place until 2017. So he
would expect to have at least one

more very good shot at the title despite Ferrari’s recent upsurge in form,
while there is no reason any engine
change will necessarily disadvantage
Mercedes, who have already made
the V6 units work in exemplary fashion.
Equally he has the hammer on his
team-mate at the moment, giving
him an advantage within the team,
which would not be the case were he
to start afresh across the garage from
Vettel. And yet stranger things have
happened.

To Fed Cup or not to Fed Cup:
The debate rages on
Andrea Petkovic will not compete at the Tennis Grand Prix in Stuttgart this week.

W

It’s the women’s turn now as the
elite players gather this week in
Stuttgart, and 11th-ranked German
Andrea Petkovic will miss the home
event due to a thigh-muscle injury suffered Sunday in the Fed Cup
semis in Russia.
Canada’s Eugenie Bouchard is absent on short notice after two defeats
in a play-off against Romania - with
12 of the 28 originally listed main
Stuttgart draw players engaged in
Fed Cup action around the globe.
For the Germans, the schedule
is awkward because the semi-finals
are the weekend before Stuttgart,
the only major women’s event in the
country where they all want to do
well.
Last year they returned from a
winning tie in Australia but were
exhausted in Stuttgart and went out
early.
They badly want to win the team
event after losing the 2014 decider
against the Czechs, and thus Petkovic, Angelique Kerber, Julia Goerges and Sabine Lisicki always play.
Petkovic admitted it is difficult to
find the right formula in the women’s event, which for many years was
held as a week-long event at one
venue, then denying most teams a
true Fed Cup home court feeling.
“I would definitely change a few
things in Fed Cup if I could. But I
can’t really say what because it is
very difficult with the scheduling,”
she said Monday night.

track, Hamilton is doing exactly what
he must and has enjoyed a storming start to the season. He has taken
every pole and has only been beaten
to a win once by Vettel, in Malaysia,
earning him a 27 point advantage
over team-mate Rosberg, with 28
over Vettel. But despite the confidence in his car he also insists his focus on the coming European races is
as strong as ever.
“Naturally you feel there are always
things you can still do,” he said. “It’s
hard to always pinpoint what those

Lewis Hamilton, right, and Kimi Raikkonen have been the subjects of speculation that they could move on from their teams, Mercedes and Ferrari.

Tennis

inning a team event still
qualifies as one of the
ultimate thrills in tennis,
but just as passionate are the never-ending debates over the format
and scheduling of the men’s Davis
Cup and women’s Fed Cup.

Hamilton’s move to Mercedes was
not entirely expected while Vettel’s to
Ferrari last year was a surprise, and
then there is the potent lure of driving for the team in red, which was
acknowledged by Arrivabene. “Every
driver in the paddock wants to drive
for Ferrari, this is normal, even guys
that were quite a lot of the time world
champion,” he said. The Ferrari president, Sergio Marchionne, reportedly
rates Hamilton very highly.
But all of which for the moment is
academic in terms of the racing. On

“There is maybe the option of
moving it after Wimbledon - that’s
the only place I see it. I would do it
because I am really selfish and German, and I would really like to play
well here for once in my life. I love
Fed Cup, and I will always be ready
to play. It is not an option for me
that I won’t play in order to be fit for
Stuttgart.”
Russian top seed Maria Sharapova was absent from the semi in Sochi
with a leg injury. On Monday she left
open her participation against holders Czech Republic in the November
final - as by then she is already setting her sights on 2016 with the Rio
Olympics, and the final falls into her
short off-season.
“Those are usually the two weeks
that I take off. I am looking at next
year, the Olympics and the depth of
the year. It will be an important and
critical decision. I have never been
part of the final in Fed Cup before,”
Sharapova said.
“I will weigh all my options ... but

next year is a very big year and I
want to be healthy and ready for it.
So I might not be playing.”
Russia won the Fed Cup four
times between 2004 and 2008, and
were finalists in 2011 and 2013, but
Sharapova was never on the team.
Another controversial factor is the
obligation for players to participate
in Davis and Fed Cup to be eligible
for the Olympics, which doesn’t go
down well with Denmark’s Caroline
Wozniacki.
“Everyone should be proud to
represent their country, and I think
we are,” she said. “I think pressuring
people to play and forcing players to
play something is not the right way
to go about it. I don’t think it should
be a forced thing.”
The debate will certainly linger as
a consensus seems all but impossible.
“It is easy for me to sit here and say
that I will change so many things,”
Petkovic admitted, “but I can’t tell
you what I would change.”

Eugenie Bouchard lost both her singles matches in Canada’s Fed
Cup loss to Romania.

are but that’s what a team leader has
got to do. So that’s what I am trying
to do, along with Nico, as drivers to
guide the team where to go next.’
“This weekend, brilliant job, now
I am going to see if I can improve, I
want to improve when I get to Barcelona.”
To do so was a matter of hard work,
he insisted and that he was not, as has
been suggested, coasting on his raw
talent. “I don’t know how people in
the paddock get a perception of what
you do as a driver,” he said. “I work
just as hard as any other driver does
with my engineers. There was a point
when people said Nico was the doctor of ‘this’, or Jenson was the doctor
of his tyres. I’ve worked to try and
tick all those boxes off. The results I
get are not only from my raw ability. I study hard. I’ve worked hard to
understand my tyres. I make notes
about every single thing that I do. I’ve
done that since Formula 3.”
Hamilton, then, does not lack
motivation, but just as Arrivabene
was denying his team were in talks
with him, the Ferrari chief was also
explaining how he is encouraging
Raikkonen to greater things. Having
told Raikkonen any new deal would
depend on his performance, he said
after the race: “If you ask me now:
‘Does he deserve to renew the option?’ I am going to say yes. But if I
am going to say yes, I don’t want the
driver to fall asleep. I want to keep
him awake.
“Kimi is at his best when he is in
a bit in trouble. This is a psychological approach. So the [contract] at
the moment is [blank]. Sometimes I
have to take the pen, and take it away
and then Kimi is on the podium …”
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West Hill farm

The story of local poultry
Five years ago, local chicken farmers were forced to shut down their farms after government announced it would no longer restrict importation of chicken. This gave rise to the
situation as we know it today: a prevalence of Brazilian chicken on the market and local
chicken that is hard to find. Beryl Payet of West Hill farm explains here why many local
shops refuse to sell local chicken, why local chicken is better for you and why it is so hard
to keep the business profitable.
P.MAWANDA

H

Beryl and Daniel standing among their broilers.

ow it started
Daniel and Beryl Payet
began their poultry business in 2005. At that time, local
chicken producers contributed to
80% of the total chicken production and consumption of the country. It was a booming business and
like any business-minded people,
they too decided to join the bandwagon.
“We began poultry farming in
2005 with 5,000 chicken layers.
Later in 2007, we added 2500
broilers. However our actual farming career began on a small scale
in 1997, rearing pigs and growing
vegetables.”
Just like any in business, trials
can either make or break the enterprise. While the trial faced by the
Payets did not break them, it nonetheless changed the whole poultry
industry in the country. It was a
learning point for them. In fact, it
was an announcement on the radio
that changed their playing field.
“Sometimes when you move past
all the difficulties and find yourself
on the other side, you cannot remember what happened. I think if
I remember well, all the prices for
feeds had gone up because of the
rising price of the dollar against
the Seychelles rupee. This forced
the price of chicken to go up. A kilo
of chicken meat cost SCR55 at the
time. Business was booming. We
even started discussions with hotels to become their sole poultry
providers since the price of importing chicken was high. That all came
to stop when government through
a radio announcement allowed
anyone to import chicken as they
pleased,” Beryl Payet explains.
According to Beryl, the “big” radio
announcement changed the lives of
poultry farmers all over Seychelles.
The hotels pulled out of the deal
and resorted to importing. What
had been the more expensive option was suddenly the cheaper one.

This was followed by the big animal
feed problem-only those who had
thought ahead survived. What was
the beginning the booming poultry business for the West Hill farm
was the end for many other farms
around them.
Beryl and Daniel (who worked
for the ministry of Agriculture for
22 years before starting the farm)
opted to practice mixed farming
at the start of their farming business. This decision is the strong
rock on which the farm stood
(and still stands) as so many other
farms slowly gave way and died.
“At the time, we had layers that
supplied us with eggs for sale, pigs
for pork and vegetables. Those
kept us afloat when everyone else
could barely survive. Most farms
that were closed were only dealing in broilers and depended on
the farmer’s cooperatives to sell
their chicken for them. Few of
them were even aware that they
had to do their own marketing.
But after that radio announcement, the cooperatives had a lot
of unsold stock which they could
not sell. This left the farmers with
losses from the unsold chicken.
When the animal feed problem
kicked in soon afterward, they
were weary to remain in the market. So many of them decided to
close their farms then,” Beryl Payet explains. According to her, the
“big” announcement was not the
only problem. The lack of animal
feed that followed soon after and
the high dollar price at the time
caused farmers to close shop.
“When the feed factory closed
down, we were already importing our feed from Mauritius. We
did not depend on the local feed.
At the time the factory closed,
we were the one place that most
farmers came to get their feed.
Our close seven-year relationship with Meaders in Mauritius
helped us,” she further explains.

Brighter days, dollar vs. rupee
According to Beryl, staying afloat
was not easy and still is not. Farming, she explains is not an easy career but it is nonetheless a good one
since farmers can be assured to sell
their produce. She claims that there
will always be demand as long as
one sells good, tasty and nourishing
products. But to get a good product, one has to spend money.
The opening of a Meaders feed
branch in Seychelles has reduced
the cost of feed by almost a quarter.
One broiler bird at the West Hill

farm consumes 1.7kgs of animal
feed to be able to weigh just 1kg.
With over 20,000 broiler birds,
the presence of Meaders Seychelles
Limited has been a blessing to the

Payets.
“The cost of animal feed has gone
down significantly by 30-40 percent compared to what we had to
spend when importing our animal

feed. I think it is a plus for the moment,” Mrs. Payet explains.
She quickly adds that although
there’s an animal feed factory in
(Continued on Page 8)
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(Continued From Page 7)

a lot for 1 kg of chicken because of
injected saline. When cooked, half
of it shrinks which means that in
actual sense, they actually buy half
a kilo of meat at the price of 1 kg.
A whole imported bird cost SCR 56
on the market. If what Beryl says
is true, it means that a Seychellois
family has to actually spend SCR
112 (which is two imported 1kg
birds) to get 1kg of chicken meat.
While imported chicken will always be a competitor, Beryl says
that it is in fact that shop keepers
who let poultry farmers down because they prefer to sell the Brazilian chicken.

the country now which allows
easy access to animal feed, the prices of animal feed are still dependent on the dollar because the raw
materials used to produce the feed
are still imported. Even with costs
going down, the farmer is forced
at the end of the day to bear extra
burden every time the dollar goes
up. A burden that cannot easily be
shifted onto the consumer.
New farming methods VS old
ones
Five years after the biggest challenge they had to face following
the “big radio announcement” the
West Hill farm according to Beryl
though still faces some challenges
and has been forced into mechanization to be able to mitigate their
cost of production.
“We have been through a really tough time. I believe a poultry
farmer should have easy access to
a hatchery, animal feed factory and
slaughter facilities as this will help
decrease the cost of production.
These are a priority in production,”
she explains.
Before mechanization happened
on the West Hill farm, broiler birds
had to be transported to town to
be slaughtered, then driven back
to the farm and put in storage facilities to try and keep them fresh
- something that could not be determined. While owning a slaughter facility does not drastically decrease the costs of production, it
makes a sizeable dent which cuts
down on some operational costs.
“We save by having our own
slaughter machines. We are able
to mitigate costs by slaughtering
to satisfy current demand. We further cut costs by carrying out joint

Locally produced chicken ready for sale.

slaughtering with our neighbour,
B&B, another poultry farm,” Beryl
explains.
She believes that even if they cannot compete with imported chicken when it comes to meeting demand, having a slaughter machine
helps them remain competitive by
cutting down costs.
Local broilers VS Brazilian
chicken
The “big government” announcement opened up a humongous
can of worms that the local poultry farmers have not been able to
conquer. According to Mrs. Payet,
while the cost of production locally
can never beat the price of imported chicken, the quality and freshness of local birds beats their Brazilian counterparts. She believes
that nobody can offer Seychelles a
better chicken option. Only a Seychellois can do that.
“We stayed in production because we had a different alternative
to offer from what was being im-

ported. The imported chicken may
seem to be a cheaper option but it
is not. Imported Chicken is mass
produced. Let us assume a company in Brazil is producing 10,000
birds per batch. Three quarters of
the birds in that batch can fetch a
high price because they are big in
size. They keep that for themselves
and the rest which comprises of
the worst and smallest birds they
have is dumped in places like Seychelles where there is unsuspecting demand. That is why when you
read the labels of imported chicken
the words “for export only” are included. This is because what they
are selling would not be accepted in
their own countries,” she explains.
On top of that, Beryl says that Seychellois are being cheated because
the chicken they buy has been injected with saline commonly associated with the shrinking in size of
chicken after it is cooked. She says
the saline makes the chicken look
bigger and thus dupe people into
buying it. Consumers are paying

Shop Owner VS farmers
“We have failed to fully penetrate the local market because
shop keepers do not want to sell
our chicken. They do not buy our
chicken from us because they claim
that they cannot get enough profit
off it as they do on the imported
chicken,” she claims.

Mrs Payet alleges that local
shopkeepers play a big role in the
unavailability of local chicken in
shops “regardless of whether what
they sell or not is a healthy option”.
Mrs. Payet further explains that
the reason for this preference is
because imported chicken comes
in small sizes which make it more
affordable.
“Most imported chicken is less
than 1kg. It is not feasibly profitable for us local farmers to produce
chicken less than 1 kg because this
is the prime time at which you start
making money from the birds. It
the weight they put on that directly
affects your profit margin. Brazilian chicken is not healthy. It has
growth hormones and most times
is exported and later sold close to
its expiry date. Despite the fact that
shop keepers prefer selling imported chicken, our chicken is bigger,
firmer, tastier and juicer,” she adds.
With shop owners caring more
about their profit margin, West Hill

One of the workers of West Hill farm picking eggs.

farm has been forced to depend on
supplying their broilers to hotels
and selling to those few people who
can make the 20 minute drive from
Victoria to Grand Anse where there
farm is found.
“We supply broilers and eggs to
Coral Strand, Savoy, St. Anne, Pirates Arms, Berjaya Praslin and
Mahe, Dhevatara (Praslin) and
as of recently, FoodMart. Ephelia
and Damon & CO. and Jojo’s farm
only take our eggs,” she lists.
Being one of the only four local
broiler farms in the country (the
others being; B&B, Martha Morin& Adeline and Cyril Roucon),
the owners of West Hill believe
that with help from the government in the form of credit and
stronger importation policies, the
poultry sector in the country can
be revived and made better.
“If government organisations
like the Food Control Unit and
FTC had the equipment to properly determine what percentage
of chicken is actually imported,
it would help a lot,” Beryl Payet
says. She explains that with the
increase in the cost of building,
it would be very hard for people
to get into the poultry business
now. However, she adds, if the
right support in the form of credit
lines was available, the local supply of chicken would increase and
maybe even greatly decrease the
amount of chicken Seychelles imports”, she says.
“We have the knowledge but
need support,” she adds.
When bought directly at the
farm, prices are cheaper
1.5kg bird costs between SCR
60-65
One egg costs SCR 2.66
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Charity

Singing to donate
The Cancer Concern Association yesterday came out a winner when it was presented with a surprise donation from the Seychelles Commercial Bank.
P. Mawanda

The Cancer Concern Association (CCA) received a welcome
boost yesterday in the form of a
SCR25 000 donation from the
Seychelles Commercial Bank
(SCB). Despite finishing the office choir charity competition
in the seventh place, the SCB
went ahead with the donation
which was the fulfillment of a
promise it had made to the CCA
in the event it won the competition organized by the Seychelles
Broadcasting Corporation (SBC)
towards the end of last year.
“We had promised to give a
donation to the CCA if we won
the office choir competition. It
was a charity event and we could
not keep the money had we won
it. We did not win in the end
but decided to fulfill our promise nevertheless. We came seventh out of the 10 participating
choirs. We are humbled to be
able to donate to a charity cause
like the CCA because, in one way
or another, all SCB staff relate
to the fight against cancer. This
is either through being cancer
victims themselves or having a
relative who has been diagnosed
with it or just knowing someone
whose life has changed because
of cancer. It is a cause dear to

Seychelles Commercial Bank staff handing over the SCR. 25,000 donation to the Cancer Concern Association.

our hearts”, Bernadette Denis,
the SCB’s Administration and
Human Resource Manager, ex-

plained.
And the CCA, which received
no donations from the charity

competition, is now SCR25 000
richer. “Three teams promised
to donate their winnings to us

if they came first but only the
SCB came back. They have gone
beyond what we ever expected.

They decided to donate the
equivalent of the first place cash
prize even if they did not win. We
at CCA are very deeply moved
by this donation because we did
not expect them to do something
like this especially since they did
not win. They have surprised us”,
the chairman of the CCA, Bishop
James Wong, said.
According to Bishop Wong, the
CCA will invest the SCR25 000
donation in some new projects like building a permanent
home and buying a mobile van
that will enable easy cancer
sensitization in different parts
of the country, as well as mobile
testing. Bishop Wong admitted that the acquiring of the
van would probably come first.
The building of the permanent
home will probably also be financed by other donations.
The office choir competition
that was organized by the SBC
last year attracted 10 companies which sang to help different charities. The winning
choir was at liberty to choose
the charity it wished to donate
its SCR25 000 prize to. Last
year was the first time that the
SCB had participated in the
charity event.
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Grieving

Free counseling to be offered in time of bereavement
The Cancer Concern Association launched its first grief counselling session on Friday.
P.MAWANDA
Following a request made
by its members during the
last general meeting, to assist
grieving families and others
in their time of bereavement,
the Cancer Concern Association (CCA) launched its first
grief counselling session last
Friday. The event was held at
the Domus, La Rosière next
to the Immaculate Conception and was mainly attended
by members of the clergy.
The session that was a learning event for all those that
attended was discursive in
nature with members of the
clergy expressing their views
on what they thought was the
proper way to help families in
such situations. The Roman
Catholic and Anglican clergy
who attended the ceremony all
agreed upon one thing-family
in bereavement need to have
some sort of help in the form
of counseling after losing a
loved one. With the common
tendency of people in some
cultures viewing counselling
or therapy as a sign of weakness or something associated
with the Western world, TODAY spoke to a few people at
the event and asked them why
they thought grief counseling is the answer to helping
families or loved ones in their
time of bereavement.
“I support grief counselling
and have been offering it to
those who are interested. It
is definitely very important
for those who are left behind.
When a person passes on,
there’s a tendency for people
to celebrate the life of the deceased and the loved ones are
forgotten but they need help.
This kind of counseling helps
them try to move on without
the presence of the deceased.”
Bishop James Wong, the Anglican Church bishop commented.
“Grief counselling is very

important and I want to form
a team that will be specifically
helping families in their time
of bereavement. Most times
we help them as far as burial
preparations are concerned
and leave them on their own
after the burial. While we are
meant to check up on them
after wards, some priests are
busy and cannot do so. With
the creation of a team, I think
families will be able to get the
help they need at all times,”
Denis Wiehe, the Bishop of
the Roman Catholic community explained.
Ruby Pardiwalla of the National
Children’s
Council
said, “we have been offering
this type of counselling for
the last three years in Seychelles and I believe that it
is very important. People
need time to get over what
has happened and in my experience group therapy helps
a lot. People have the chance
of sitting in a group with people going or who have gone
through the same life altering
situation as them. They learn
that they are not alone. This
helps people come over their
grief.”
During her presentation,
Patricia Francourt, a freelance consultant from the
United
Kingdom,
talked
about the three different
stages of loss; grief, bereavement and mourning and how
they can be dealt with during
counselling. She also encouraged group sessions as these
help those in bereavement to
identify with others.
According to the CCA, different religious sects will be
holding grief counselling sessions at their own discretion.
Whether or not one decides
to get grief counselling is up
to them but according to Ms.
Francourt, grief counselling
can help since most times

Ms. Francourt during her presentation.

people do not even know that
the sense of loss they feel after a loved one dies is grief.
TODAY spoke to a lady who
shared her testimony of what
losing a loved one felt like.
On November 3 2013, at
around between 8:30-9:00
pm, Vera Louise lost her
mother 80 year old mother
to cancer. Even though her
mother had been battling
with ovarian cancer for the
last three years of her life,
it was a shock when it happened.
“I watched as my mother’s
life slowly slipped away. I was
holding her, trying to feed her
some soup when she left us.
Even though I had eminently
(Continued on Page 11)

Many people don’t know how to deal with their own grief let alone the grief of others.
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known that this day would
come following her long fight
with ovarian cancer I still
could not stop the tears of
loss that rolled down my face.
I remember thinking that I
was a total orphan now since
my father had earlier passed
on.”
According to Vera, the realization that she was a total orphan did not hurt her the way
the confused look on her chil-

dren’s faces did. They looked
helpless.
“When I made an attempt to
look up towards the sky as if to
talk to God, I noticed my children. They stood back looking confused as they watched
their mother hold her mother’s limp body in her arms and
cry. My heart then ran out to
them. My youngest a 24 year
old boy just looked on. From
that moment, I wondered
how they would cope because

they had been close to her. On
so many occasions, they had
offered to spend the day with
her as I went to work.”
Vera narrates that after the
burial, the house had a certain emptiness to it that no
one could explain. Every time
she sat in her living room,
her eyes automatically always
went to the spot where her
mother had lain as she joined
her maker. For months on
end, this went on. None of her

“They think if we don’t talk about her, we would forget and eventually move on...”

Grief counselling is part of the healing process.

children seemed to be able
to bring themselves to talk
about what had happened.
“It’s like they thought that
if we all kept quiet and did not
talk about her, we would soon
forget and eventually move on
with our lives. We were mistaken. Even if she was 80 years
when she passed away, we still
miss her. The house still feels
empty. The knowledge that we
can never share another holiday with her has never left us.

Even if we know that she is in
heaven because she was God
fearing, it still hurts to think
about her.”
When we asked her if she
had considered going for grief
counselling, she said no.
“I did not think that I needed
it at the time. I thought only
me could help myself because
no one knew how I felt and I
did not feel like talking about
my dead mother with someone
else. But after all that I know

today, I may probably have
considered it if it happened today.”
With no time limit on when
one can go for grief counselling, Vera Louise and her family three years after losing a
loved one can still go and start
their healing process by going
for grief counselling. While
they may never forget their
loved one, the pain associated
with memories of her will do so
according to Ms. Francourt.
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Love at first height!

Furious 7 is fastest film to
take $1 billion worldwide

Touching tale of the 7ft 8in man dubbed “the gentle giant” whose waist-high wife is THREE FEET shorter.
Source: dailymail

A

Furious 7 has broken box office records as the fastest film
to take more than $1 billion
(£669.5 million) worldwide.
The latest film in the Fast and
Furious franchise took just 17
days to break the $1bn barrier,
compared to 19 for Avengers and
the final Harry Potter.
The blockbuster, starring Vin
Diesel and the late Paul Walker,
has also topped the US box office for a third week with $29.1m
(£19.5m).
Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2, starring Kevin James, was second
with $24m (£16.1m).

Bobbi Kristina Brown is
‘awake’ says father Bobby
Brown at concert

7ft 8in tall man so embarrassed by his height he
hid at home for “half his
life” has found love with a woman
three feet smaller than him.
Joelison Fernandes da Silva, 28,
developed gigantism as a child
and his rapidly soaring height
forced him to drop out of school
due to bullying and then refuse to
leave the family house for years.
But true happiness eventually
found the shy Brazilian - who has
come to be known as ‘the gentle
giant’ - in the form of Evem Medeiros, a 5ft 21-year-old woman
he met online. ‘The first time I
saw her it was love at first sight,’
Joelison said. ‘I was charmed by
her. I wanted to be with her all the
time. It didn’t matter about her
size.’
The former gold miner admits
their huge height difference has
left a few people bewildered, especially when it comes to the dynamics of their love-life.
‘I get asked a lot about this and at
first it annoyed me but nowadays
it’s normal and I am used to it. I
take it in good humour,’ explained
the real-life Goliath. ‘Some people
like to talk about my shoe size and
then imagine how big my member
might be.
‘I think the size of my feet is

false advertising. Our love life is
normal. We adapt. Lying down
everyone is my size.’ Joelison grew
up in a small rural village in Paraiba, northern Brazil and was bullied from a young age due to his
height.
He got in trouble for fighting his
tormentors and later decided to
quit school altogether, much to
the disappointment of his mother
Ivanilde Fernandes da Silva, 45.
She said: ‘From a young age I
knew there was something not
quite right with Joelison.
‘When he was a baby and only
a few months old the baby shoes
stopped fitting his feet properly
and I’d always have to go and buy
more and more.
‘I thought “there’s something
wrong here” but the doctors said
he was just a big baby and would
stop growing eventually and so we
waited for him to stop growing but he still hasn’t stopped.
Joelison’s mother added: ‘When
he got to eight years old I knew he
was growing at an abnormal rate
and by the time he was 14 he was
already 6ft 4in.
‘We lived in the rural zone and
nobody knew him. For half of
his life he had been hidden away.
If anyone came to our house he
was so shy he would hide so they

TODAY in History
April 22nd is the 111th day of the year

Bobby Brown has said that his
daughter Bobbi Kristina Brown
is “awake” nearly three months
after the 21-year-old was found
unconscious in a bath.
At a concert in Dallas on Saturday, Bobby Brown told the audience that “Bobbi is awake” and
that “she is watching me”.
Few details have been released
about Bobbi Kristina’s health
since she was taken to hospital
on 31 January.
She’s the only daughter of
Bobby and Whitney Houston.

AC/DC drummer Phil
Rudd pleads guilty to
threat to kill

Phil Rudd, drummer of Australian rock band AC/DC, has
changed his plea to guilty on
a charge of a threat to kill, at a
court in Tauranga, New Zealand.
The court heard he had asked
for a former employee to be “taken out” because he was angry his
solo album had not performed
well.
Mr Rudd, who had denied
the charges, also pleaded guilty
to possession of cannabis and
methamphetamine. One second
charge of a threat to kill has been
dropped for lack of evidence.
Australian-born Mr Rudd
was arrested at his home in the
coastal town in November last
year and has since been out on
bail.

1969: First solo trip
around the globe

1970: First Earth Day is
celebrated

On this day in 1969, British
yachtsman Sir Robin KnoxJohnston completed the first
solo non-stop circumnavigation
of the world in his 32-foot boat
Suhali at the age of 30.
The young sailor had gone on
the round-the-world voyage to
compete in the Sunday Times
Golden Globe Race. He set off
from Falmouth, England on 14
June 19sixty8 and returned almost a year later. Despite losing
his self-steering gear off Australia, he rounded Cape Horn
almost 20 days ahead of his
closest competitor.
After winning the race, KnoxJohnston donated the £5,000
prize money to the family of
Donald Crowhurst, a fellow
participant who had committed
suicide after attempting to fake
the coordinates of his 40-foot
trimaran in order to come first.
Knox-Johnston went on to
win many more sailing accolades. In 2006 he became at 67
the oldest yachtsman to complete a round the world solo
voyage in the VELUX 5 Oceans
Race.

On this day in 1970, the first
Earth Day was held in the United States. The event, focusing on
raising support for environmental protection, went international in 1990 and is now celebrated
in more than 192 countries every
year.
The genesis of Earth Day is
credited to Gaylord Nelson, a
US Senator from Wisconsin. After witnessing the ravages of the
horrific oil spill off the coast of
Santa Barbara in 1969 - where
80,000 barrels of crude oil
spilled into the water and fouled
the coastline - he called for an
environmental teach-in event to
educate people about how mother earth was being trashed. The
senator was outraged both by the
deterioration he saw and the inertia of Washington.
Approximated 20 million
Americans participated in the
event, sparking the modern environmental movement. Groups
that had been fighting against
oil spills, pollution, power plants,
toxic dumps, pesticides and the
loss of wilderness suddenly realized they had common values.

Half his size: Joelison Fernandes da Silva, 28 (right), who at 7ft 8in tall
has come to be known as “the gentle giant”, married Evem Medeiros
(left), a 5ft 21-year-old woman he met online.

wouldn’t see him. ‘I was really
worried.’
Doctors later discovered he had
a benign tumour on his pituitary
gland that was causing his body
to produce uncontrolled amounts
of growth hormone.
Joelison initially refused to have
it removed as he didn’t want to
spend three months in hospital
recovering, even though he was
warned it would eventually kill
him.
But in 2007, after some convincing from his family, he agreed
and had it removed using less
invasive laser surgery performed
through his nose.
The successful operation helped
slow his growth but he still
sprouted another four inches to
his current height of 7ft 8in. With
the gigantism under control, Joelison’s confidence grew.
The computer games fan finally took a step into the public
conscience and was eventually
crowned Brazil’s tallest man.
One TV show took such pity on
his plight they made him seven
pairs of shoes to fit his enormous
size 23 shoe size and custom
shirts and shorts to fit his bulky
frame.
Joelison, who used to work in a
gold mine as well as a plantation
before leaving due to his health
issues, now makes a living appearing in commercials for frozen
ready meals.
As a celebrity in his homeland
he began to attract admirers, including new wife Evem.
She contacted him on Facebook
to wish him happy birthday and
they swapped numbers before
starting a committed relationship
two months later. ‘She was basically my first woman. The first
woman of my life. I was 28,’ said
Joelison.
‘I thought everything about her
was beautiful - but especially her

eyes.
‘She is very caring. She doesn’t
show it when the cameras are
here but she is caring and truthful. She has never lied to me.’
Just a year later they were married and it didn’t take them long
to start trying for a family.
But Evem, who hopes to find
work as a hair stylist, was initially
wary of getting intimate.
‘I had a certain amount of fear,’
she said. ‘I was afraid it wouldn’t
work out. But it was fine. We have
a normal love life.’
She added: ‘We want to have a
family so I track my dates, times,
temperature, everything. All I
have to do is call him and he un-

derstands what is going on.
‘I have polycystic ovaries and
so there are months that I don’t
ovulate. I’ve done my exams and
already know that my condition
makes it more difficult to get
pregnant.
‘But he hasn’t done his tests so we
need him to go and do it so we can
see if the problem really is just me.’
Aside from family planning they
also struggle to work together on
basic chores like cooking, cleaning
and shopping as Joelison’s height
makes it tough for him to stand up
for long periods of time.
His new relationship has also
caused friction with his mother,
who is finding it hard to let him
have his independence after 28
years.
She said: ‘I got really jealous
when he got married because
I dedicated my life to him and
when I had to share him with
someone else it really wasn’t easy.
But as a mother I want him to be
happy. With his treatment, I’m
still the one who takes care of
that, I haven’t delegated it to that
girl yet.
‘But I will once she gets used to
things.’
Joelison still has monthly injections and four types of daily medication to control his condition
and is likely to need even more
care as he gets older.
However, he has still plans to
fulfil many of his dreams, including having a family and travelling
abroad. He also finally finished
his high-school education last
year after studying at home.
On top of this, he is soon due to
fly to a Paris convention where he
will meet others with gigantism,
including the tallest man in the
world, Sultan Kösen from Turkey.
And Joelison, who is thought
to be the third tallest man in the
world, says he is looking forward
to the novelty of being smaller
than someone for once.
‘The most interesting thing is
going to be standing face to face
with someone,’ he said. ‘The last
time I did that I was a child.’

Long and the short of it: The former gold miner admits their huge height
difference has left a few people bewildered, especially when it comes to
the dynamics of their love-life, which he says they have ‘adapted to’
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Marine Species

Species of the week: Blue Sea Star
In this installment of this weekly feature by WiseOceans, we introduce the Blue Sea Star.
“WiseOceans is a marine education and conservation organisation, passionate about spreading
awareness of our seas and cele-

brating the wonderful marine life
found here in Seychelles. WiseO c e a n s Ma r i n e E d u c a t o r s a t Fo u r
Seasons Resort Seychelles teach

g u e s t s a n d s t a ff a b o u t c o r a l r e e f s ,
helping everyone to love and look
a f t e r t h e o c e a n . w w w.w i s e o c e a n s .
c o m”.

Scientific class:
Linckia laevigata
Common name:
Blue Sea Star/Starfish
Habitat:
Shallow reefs
Diet:
Shellfish, small fish
Did you know…?
• There are around 2000 species of sea star.
• Despite their name starfish
are not fish but invertebrates in
the taxonomic category echinoderms with urchins and sea cucumbers. Also blue starfish can
also be found in a variety of other
colours – orange, yellow, red,
peach, brown
• They can regenerate an arm
if lost due to predation. The
lost arm can also regrow into an
identical sea star.
• Sea stars do not have any
blood, instead they have a water
vascular system.

It’s called a fish but it’s not a fish.

• They have two stomachs. To
eat they push one out of their
body digest their food and then
swallow it again. This tactic
means they can eat food larger

than their own mouth.
• They have a light sensor, like a
basic eye on the end of each arm.
Sea stars have a very unique
method of eating, with their

Botanica Restaurant Golf Tournament

Francis “Tiger” Mondon wins
Tombstone tournament!
Botanica Restaurant sponsored its first golf competition on April 12 at the Seychelles
Golf Club (SGC) at Anse Aux Pins.

M

ore than 30 golfers
teed off for the tournament which was played
under the somewhat obscure
“Tombstone” format looking forward to a great day of golf. According to the “Tombstone” format, players add their handicap
strokes to the par of the course
- 68 at the SGC - and once they
have used up all their strokes (68
+ handicap), they place a flag in
the ground. The latter represents
the spot where the player “died”,
hence the format’s evocative
name. The winner is the golfer
who reaches the furthest distance on the course. So, a player

who is playing really well could
actually finish all 18 holes and
start again at the first hole if he
still has strokes in hand.
Francis
“Tiger”
Mondon
emerged victorious from the
Botanica Restaurant Golf Tournament. He had three strokes
remaining after 18 holes; he then
used them up on the first hole,
getting his ball was on the first
green before planting his flag.
Joe Andrade was also reached
the first green but his ball was
further from the hole, handing
the victory to Mondon. For his
part, Stefano Chionni’s got off a
last shot on the first fairway, but

The happy winner!

he fell short of the green and had
to settle for third place. Best Junior on the day was won by Yohaan Rizvi.
The prizes were presented to
the victors by Christelle Verheyden of Botanica Restaurant, who
also happens to be the head chef
and manageress of the St Louis
based restaurant. They included
a “dining experience” for four
people for the winner and for two
persons for the runner up. After
a day spent under a fiery sun, the
golfers gladly tucked into some
sumptuous canapés and refreshments in full view of the fairways
and coconut trees.

preferred diet of shellfish such
as mussels and clams. So just
imagine you’re holding a huge
beef burger larger that your own
mouth, but have no teeth, what
will you do? There is absolutely
no way it is going to fit…..Luckily sea stars can eat food larger
than their mouth, as they have
two stomachs and digestion is
partially external.
The mouth of a sea star is located on its underside, right in
the centre. Using their arms with
light sensitive tips, they can locate their prey. They then use
their powerful suckers on the
underside to prize open then
shell (if necessary). The mouth
opens into the oesophagus and
then into the stomach which has
two components. One part of the
stomach is then everted onto the
chosen prey. Here the digestive
enzymes get to work turning they
prey into a slurpy soup and then
finally the now full stomach is
ingested by the other part. This
unusual feeding method is all
controlled by a special molecule,
which triggers the stomach to

contract and pull the external part back inside.
The discovery of this molecule, named NGFFY amide, will greatly enhance the
control of sea star populations which can have both
economic and environmental affects on an area. Scien-

tists are hoping to develop
a chemical based strategy to
control the feeding of these
animals. In high numbers sea
stars are capable of eating
large amounts of profitable
shellfish as well as destroying coral reefs by eating the
live tissue.

They have two stomachs!
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Hyundai Atos, Passion Red, 2007. Only
57,000km, Road Licence/Vehicle Test
until December 2015. SCR 130,000
ono. Tel. 2507414
Kia Picanto Full Option 2010, model in
excellent condition.
Contact Telephone number: 2559137
For sale H1 S18717
Tel: 2512936 or 2582193
Hyundai Accent 1.6 GLS. Year 2013.
Hatchback. Very low mileage. Automatic transmission. Leather seats.
Colour light blue. Condition as new.
Price: SR350, 000 negotiable. Can be
viewed at PMC Auto at Providence.
Please call: 4373030 or 2511944

Espace Maison is looking for an “on
trade sales representative”
Interested candidates please send
recent CV with photograph to
aisha@ucps-seychelles.com or
hrm@ucps-seychelles.com
Closing date 23rd March 2015

To rent for long term: 2 bedroom house
in quiet area at Upper Capusen, Anse
Aux Pins. Only 5 mins walk to main bus
station, and sea-side. Monthly rent: SCR
10,000 negotiable. For further info pls
email: mielle40@hotmail.com or viber
0044 747 635 86 66

Looking for 5 Security Officers with at
least 3 years work experience. Interested candidates should send their CVs to
hro@ucps-seychelles.com.
Closing date: Wednesday 11th March
2015.

Two bedroom apartment for rent at
Petit Paris @ 13000
Fully Furnished, air-conditioned,
Private Parking, internet and cable
TV connection. Call: 2814141

The Islander Hotel of Praslin is
looking for a cook with 3 years
of experience.
Qualified candidates should call
4233224 for an interview.

2 Offices Available For Rent
Each 6.7metres x 5.6 metres
Situated at Providence Industrial Estate
Contact: 4 676 000 For Viewing

Available for long-term rent as of 01st
April, two brand new apartments of 1
bedroom each.
Situated at Reef Estate, Anse Aux Pins.
Full furnished and air conditioning for
SCR 12000 each.
Tel: 2524731 for more details.
House for rent in quiet area of La Misere:
2 bedrooms with ensuite; Furnished.
SCR 16,000 per month. Tel: 2718325.

21 Jan – 19 Feb
Friends may know you need
assistance but they won’t lift
a finger to help you unless you
ask them to. That may annoy
you a bit but most likely it’s
your own fault. They’ve been
told off before for interfering
in your affairs.

23 July – 22 Aug
Tell everyone what they
want to hear today, even
if you don’t believe a word
of it and even if you don’t
believe they believe it either.
You are not in the mood for
arguments, so say the right
things and enjoy a peaceful
24 hours.

20 Feb – 20 March
You will be confronted with
a very tough challenge today
and you will deal with it with
ease. That might surprise
those people who have only
ever seen the softer side of
your nature but there is a core
of steel running through the
Pisces personality.

23 Aug – 23 Sept
You must question everything you hear today, because the planets warn that
some of the things you will
be told are designed to mislead you rather than inform
you. You don’t need others’
opinions – you can see what’s
going on for yourself.

21 March – 20 April
You want to make a useful
contribution to what’s going on around you but the
only way you can do that is
to join with other people.
You can be a loner if you
wish but you will get more
done if you are not so aloof.

24 Sept – 23 Oct
Make your own value judgments today. What others
say may be interesting but
it is essential that you follow
your instincts rather than
follow the herd. As a rule,
when the mob says one
thing most likely the opposite thing is correct.

21 April – 21 May
It’s time to finish those
tasks that should have been
completed a long time ago.
The sun in your sign means
your energy levels will peak
over the next few days, so
get on top of your workload
so you can stop worrying
about it.

24 Oct – 22 Nov
Quite likely you will say or
do something silly today
but it’s no big deal. In fact, it
will most likely endear you
to people who previously
thought of you as a bit too
perfect and a bit too selfcontrolled. Seems you’re
human after all!

22 May – 21 June
Work will be the dominant
theme later in the week, so
make the most of your freedom to come and go as you
please now. As a Gemini you
like to get out and about and
meet new people – so what
are you waiting for?

23 Nov – 21 Dec
You will find yourself in just
the right place at just the
right time to do something
worthwhile today – that’s
worthwhile for yourself
and worthwhile for other
people too. Make the most
of it – it won’t always be
this easy.

22 June – 22 July
One of the most trying periods of the year has come to
an end and you managed to
survive! You may be in the
mood to celebrate but don’t
go over the top. The planets
warn you need to stay out of
trouble today.

22 Dec – 20 Jan
Think big today, and for the
rest of the week. The sun in
your fellow Earth sign of
Taurus at this time of year
makes all things possible,
for you at least, so don’t
limit yourself to petty ambitions. Go for gold.

Fully furnished two bedroom house. Quiet
location. Two minutes drive to the main
road and the beach. Call: 2743014 anytime.
One 150 SQM high-roof warehouse at
Providence Zone 20.
Phone: 2711100 for details.

New Pizza Oven DCG Italian Brand for sale.
Price: SR1000. Please contact: 2619203
One 16ft Pleasure/Fishing boat, with
25Hp Yamaha engine. Very good & tidy
condition. Tell: 2733595

Looking for Warehouse to Buy
800/1000 Square Metres
Location – Victoria or Providence
Industrial Estate. Contact: 4 676 000

Down
1. Baby’s bed
2. Avatar of Vishnu
3. Hebrew month
4. An attractive force
5. Deliver sermons
6. Hi
7. Found in some skin lotions
8. A people of southeast Nigeria
9. Sidelong
10. Growl
11. 1000 kilograms
12. Initial wagers
13. Requires
21. Cook
23. Open space under a roof

25. Extraterrestrial
26. Identical
27. Most important point
28. Christmas time
29. Heir
32. Also known as
33. Lunging
34. Promissory notes
35. Gaelic
36. Sow
38. Poems of heroism
42. Braids
43. Wood-cutting tools
47. Bet taker
48. Type of rail bird

49. Reddish brown dye
50. Plays a role
51. Where birds live
52. 10 percent
54. Sheep sounds
55. A note
56. Sheep
57. Small narrow pointed missile
60. Estimated Time of Arrival

Yesterday’s solution

Across
1. Spasm
6. Ice pellets
10. Comedian ____ Laurel
14. Detection device
15. A Tuscan island
16. Not a single one
17. Picture
18. Plunder
19. Initial wager
20. Found on ships’ hulls
22. Acquired deservedly
24. Reflected sound
25. Uncultured
26. A long-handled curved blade

29. A thin strip of wood
30. Wild African sheep
31. Necessary equipment and
services
37. Wine boiled and mixed with
honey
39. An untruth
40. Task
41. Waivers
44. Deceptive maneuver
45. Modern day Persia
46. Maltreated
48. Opportunities
52. 2 2 2 2

53. A break in school
54. Inebriated
58. Picnic insects
59. Actor ____ Connery
61. A North American native tribe
62. Nautical mile (speed)
63. French for “State”
64. Not outer
65. Hearing organs
66. Waistband
67. Excrete

1. Which artist sold the most albums in a single day?
2. Which European country eats the most breakfast cereal?
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3. What is a snood?
4. Who sang the title song in the film Grease?
5. What country did Italy invade in 1935?
6. In which country most likely to die from a scorpion sting?

Grand Anse, Praslin
Tel: +248 4237 441
Fax: +248 4237 442

7. Excluding religious works what is the world’s top selling book?
8. What was invented by Dr Albert Southwick in 1881?

Editor - Deepa Bhookhun
deepa.bhookhun@today.sc

9. Who is the most filmed author?
10. What was made illegal in England in 1439?
Quick Quiz Answers: 1. Elvis (20 million in a day following his death) 2. Britain 3.
A kind of hairnet 4. Frankie Valli 5. Abyssinia (Ethiopia) 6. Mexico (1 000 people
die from scorpion stings each year) 7. Guinness Book of Records 8. Electric chair 9.
Shakespeare (over 300 films have been made from his works) 10. Kissing

BMW 3-Series model 320d
Silver colour, low mileage.
Can be viewed at Autoland in
Providence Industrial Estate.
Price negotiable. Contact: 2727140

A vacancy exists for an experienced
housekeeper to work at La Misere. Will
be required to work 5 days a week including two alternate weekends a month. Salary based on experience.
Tel: 2510746 for interview appointment.

How To Play
The objective is to fill the blank squares with the correct numbers
•Every row of 9 must include all digits 1 to 9 in any order
•Every column of 9 must include all digits 1 to 9 in any order
•Every 3 x 3 sub-grid must include all digits 1 to 9 in any order
Fill the other empty cells with numbers between 1 and 9
A number should appear only once on each row, column and 3 x 3 region

Business Development Manager - Veronica Maria
veronica.maria@today.sc

ISSN: 1659-7265

Wednesday 22 April, 2015

p15

